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The Parkwood Association Neighborhood Newsletter

Marsha Brooks, President, Dist.7
Vickie Wheeler, Secretary, Dist. 2

Marie Dean, Treasurer, Dist. 8
Dist 1: Diane Wright
Dist 1: Felipe Rodriguez*
Dist 2: Chris Classen*
Dist 3: Richard Evert
Dist 3: Dennis Sharp
Dist 4: Tracee Hester
Dist 4: Janie Long

Dist 5: Olga Rodriguez
Dist 5: Andrew Hunter
Dist 6: Mary Mertz
Dist 6: OPEN
Dist 7: Julia Maron
Dist 8: OPEN

*Serving At-Large
The PA Board meets 

on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 7 pm via Zoom

Parkwood Board
Parkwood Association

1417 Seaton Road
Durham, NC 27713

Phone: (919) 544-2161
Email: pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org

Website: parkwoodnc.org

O�  ce Hours: Wednesday 2:30 - 5:00 pm

Laura Denny, our o�  ce administrator, 
is available by email or phone.

Please allow 24 hours for a reply.

Parkwood Office
2023 - 2024
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Summary of Minutes from February 8, 2024 Board Meeting
Attendance: Diane Wright, Felipe Rodriguez, 
Vickie Wheeler, Chris Classen, Richard Evert,
Dennis Sharp, Janie Long, Andrew Hunter, 
Mary Mertz, Julia Maron, Marsha Brooks, Marie 
Dean

Guests: Mike Brooks, Perry Hinkle, Robin 
Odom

Call to Order 7:09 pm

Committee Roundtable

Executive Committee - M. Brooks

Executive Committee Minutes 31 January 2024
Marsha Brooks, President 
Lawrence Engleman, Vice President 
Vickie Wheeler, Secretary 
Marie Dean, Treasurer

1. Next EC meeting will be on 11 Mar 24 .
2. PPM Issues.

a. Review of the PPM Contract. The cash 
report is due to be received next week.  
We will check to see if PPM fees are bro-
ken down and included on this report. 

b. Request from Playground Committee 
to look into Issues with PPM/VIVE to get 
Precise Paving approved and paid. Marie 
will draft a letter from HOA President to 
Precise Paving to request proof of Liabil-
ity Insurance. 

c. Reschedule meeting with PPM that was 
postponed by PPM from November.   
We will wait until April to attempt to ar-
range for another meeting with PPM.

3. Maintenance for O�  ce/Community Center.  
a. Laura received an email from a company 

called ACR.  We will look into seeing if 
they would like to submit a bid. 

b. Lock on the connecting inside door is 
not working. Larry will look at it.

4. Questions for Mr. Ganley. Answers have 
been received from Mr. Ganley. Recom-
mend Richard Evert and the original com-
mittee and/or anyone interested review the 
responses for presentation to the Board. 

5. Internet Services at HOA O�  ce. Vickie has 
contacted Spectrum. They are not willing 
to work with us to � nd a better price.  Have 
a quote from AT&T for $70/month.  Since 
Google is in the process of bringing service 
into our neighborhood we will get a quote 
from them also.

6. Insurance renewal.  Commercial Package 
Policy due 7 Mar 24.  Renewal is $7576. 

7. Tax bill for the old copier.  Marie will con-
� rm that this is taken o�  of auto-pay since 
we no longer have the copier.

EC Minutes approved.

EC Meeting adjourned at  9:08 pm.

Motion to pay Cincinnati Insurance Compa-
ny $7576.00 for annual Commercial Package 
Policy  for period 3/7/24- 3/7/25.  GL-00550. 
Tabled pending further research.

Motion for the Board to approve Precise 
Paving proceed with the project to replace 
the Basketball Court concrete pad. Second-
ed. Motion passes.

We received a bill for $360 covering Mr. Gan-
ley’s work #4 above. This payment will come 
from GL-01041. This expense has already been 
approved.

Finance Committee Report - M. Dean

February 7, 2024 Finance Committee Meeting

The Finance Committee of the PHA held their 
monthly virtual meeting on February 7, 2024 
from 7:00 - 7:25.  Attending were Marie Dean, 
Marsha Brooks, & Felipe Rodriguez.

The committee reviewed the January report 
from PPM.   As of Feb 6, we did not have any 
homeowners that are ready for the collec-
tions attorney. However, three accounts have 
received the FINAL Late Notice.  The vendor 
invoice report was reported for 01/01/2023 
- 01/31/2023 instead of the 2024 period, but 



PARKWOOD PRESS - March 2024 7

PPM was contacted and Claudia Mellette prom-
ised to post for our accessibility the corrected 
period.

Ganley’s o�  ce reported (1) account in foreclo-
sure on hold, and of the 6 accounts we sent 
them in January that they’d � led a claim of lien, 
2 had paid in full.  Cost to � le the liens total 
$1912.77.

Submitted by:  Marie Dean, Treasurer

Motion: To approve payment to the attor-
ney for � ling 6 liens at a total of $1912.77. 
(Funds are reimbursed us when account 
is paid by homeowner) Seconded. Motion 
passes.

Motion:  To approve our attorney to move 
forward on 4 accounts in foreclosure. Sec-
onded. Motion passes.

Parks and Lawns - M. Mertz

Attendance: Bill Mitchell, Steven Berkowitz,   
Michael Brooks, Ray Dean, Rob Shoaf, Chris 
Classen, Mary Mertz, Marie Dean, Andrew 
Hunter

1. Grounds
a. Clermont Forebay Culvert (Bill Mitchell 

and Steven Berkowitz)
i. Bill has asked for another quote from 

RLC to remove debris every 2 weeks.
ii. Steven reports that Durham Streets 

Maintenance declares only the cul-
vert itself is their responsibility so 
an extensive discussion addressed 
long term planning including to 
put a grate system there like the 
one below the lake dam to prevent 
blockage.  Steven will work with Bill 
to coordinate with Dragon� y, also 
asking about an additional grate.  If 
debris could be regularly removed, it 
could prevent the need for extensive 
dredging.

b. Rescue Lawn Care (Bill Mitchell)
Bill reviewed the 4 categories of RLC 
projects, such as, mowing and bush hog-
ging and how often.  Bill has requested a 
schedule from RLC.

2. Plantings (Chris Classen)
RLC has replanted the pansies per Jay Har-
dy.

3. Waterbody and Drainage
a. Shelter Cove Sink Hole Project (Steven 

Berkowitz)
Steven reports this work has been com-
pleted by Dragon� y Pond Works, in-
spected by him, and payment has been 
approved using 2023 funds.  ( E� ected 
homeowner was quite satis� ed with 
work completed. Steven alerted workers 
where to avoid cutting Internet lines.)

b. Emergency Spillway, Parkwood Lake 
(Steven Berkowitz)
Sediment has built up on the lake side 
of the spillway, eastern edge of the lake, 
which needs to be removed.  Steven 
has received a bid from Dragon� y Pond 
Works and is reaching out for other bids.
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This led to discussion of new fence by 
homeowner on Parkwood land accord-
ing to our map/survey, especially since 
this land may be needed for Parkwood 
Lake maintenance.  (Parkwood Bylaws 
require homeowners to request permis-
sion from the Board for projects on park 
land.)

MOTION for the Board:
The Parks, Lawn, and Ball� eld Commit-
tee turns this matter over to the Board.  
We request a letter be sent to the home-
owners from the President requesting 
the wooden fence and the wire fence be 
moved on or within the homeowner’s 
property line.  

c. Sedwick Parking Lot (Steven Berkowitz).
Steven continues communicating with 
NCDOT for road ditch maintenance.  For 
now, Steven cleared the drain.  He es-
timated it took him 45 minutes, and he 
moved 8 wheelbarrows of debris. 

While on the topic, it was noted that the 
Sedwick Parking Lot entrance needs re-
pair again.  Ray Dean repaired it before.  
Additional work is needed, including 
substituting concrete parking blocks for 
the plastic blocks next to the entrance 
ways.

4. Woods and Tree Maintenance
a. Donald Allen, RLC, Miscellaneous (Bill 

Mitchell)
i. All projects approved by the Board in 

January for Donald Allen have been 
completed.  Bill reports that $4,425 
has been spent so far on trees.

ii. There is a tree reported for possible 
hazard that Donald Allen plans to 
examine soon.

iii. A homeowner reached out to Laura 
with a question in regards to main-
tenance of the small strip of park-
land on Sinnott Circle.  Bill con� rms 
this area is included in RLC contract 
for 2024, and RLC should provide a 
schedule for this work soon.

iv. The heap of mulch dumped on Travis 
Circle needs attention. 

v. (Homeowners and vendors are re-
minded not to dump on Parkwood 
land.)

b. Leaf and Limb Pilot Study report has 
been submitted to Bill Mitchell and 
shared with all Board members.  Dur-
ing the study, Leaf and Limb marked a 
post oak tree with tape that has a couple 
of smaller dead limbs that hang over 
the back fence of a home to the left of 
4909 Revere Road.  Donald Allen and Bill 
determine the limbs do not need atten-
tion at this time.  No trees were recom-
mended for removal.  In the report, Leaf 
and Limb advised ivy and vines be cut at 
the base of trees. 

c. Topic for discussion: How does a Park-
wood resident request permission to 
cut ivy and vines on parkland near their 
property line according to our tree 
policy? 

After discussion, the committee agreed 
to ask Laura to post the “Permission to 
Remove Invasive Plants” form on the 
Parkwood website.  Homeowners can 
also obtain the form from the Parkwood 
HOA o�  ce.  Forms should be completed 
and returned to the o�  ce.  Then the 
Parkwood Manager will alert the Parks, 
Lawns, and Ball Field Committee for a 
representative to meet with the home-
owner on site to review the homeown-
er’s plan before permission is granted.

5. Ball Field (Bill Mitchell)
Bill reported that the ball � eld received 
treatment for � re ants on January 31, 2024. 
(RLC will treat other parklands for ant con-
trol this month).

Bill also shared he has been in discussions 
to have RLC bill South Durham Little League 
(SDLL) directly for � re ant treatment.  SDLL 
is � ne with that arrangement.  RLC will get 
back to Bill.

6. Trail Maintenance (Steven Berkowitz)
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A Trail Maintenance Report was submitted 
February 5, 2024 by Daniel Maxwell with 
Silent Treatment.  Daniel reported to Ste-
ven that a tree had fallen on the Revere to     
Newhall trail blocking the trail.  The agree-
ment is for Silent Treatment to remove 
small trees o�  the trails.  Steven and Bill 
will coordinate to determine the size of the 
tree and if Daniel or Donald Allen needs to 
follow up.

7. Playground Maintenance
The Executive Committee is working with 
PPM and Precise Paving to ensure they 
have adequate insurance coverage as a 
vendor to perform the task of replacing the 
basketball court at Sedwick Park.

A homeowner has requested a picnic table 
at Emerald Pond at the end of Clermont, 
adjacent to parking lot with swimming pool.  
There is currently a metal bench near the 
pond and some concrete seats up on the 
side.  We support upgrades to Emerald 
Pond.  Discussion included the possibility 

of a Boy Scout Troop or other organization 
adopting this as a project. 
Tetherballs.  Due to regular use, the teth-
erballs at Sedwick Park and Hidden Park 
need replacing regularly.  Ray Dean agreed 
to continue replacements.  The commit-
tee encouraged Ray to purchase 4 or more 
balls at a time to simplify this work.  Ac-
cording to Ray, the Sedwick Park ball needs 
replacing about every other month, and 
the Hidden Park ball needs replacing about 
every three months.  (For the record, Ray 
plans to purchase 4 Baden School Qual-
ity Tetherball Sets with soft-touch ball and 
rope from the regular vendor for $82.56 in-
cluding tax to be reimbursed from GL Code 
00553.)

OLD BUSINESS
Yellow dog across Lotus Pond update.  Dur-
ham Animal Control con� rms they have tried 
to catch this dog for years and have decided to 
let it be unless the dog becomes a threat.
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NEW BUSINESS
A soaked mattress has washed up at the back 
of Lotus Pond.  It was agreed that Bill will reach 
out to RLC for quote to remove it.
Members were reminded that Laura forwarded 
information about NC Dam Safety Rules.  

Parks and Lawns Meeting adjourned at 8:55 
pm. (Minutes submitted by Mary Mertz)

Motion to authorize the Executive Com-
mittee to review the surveys and other 
pertinent information, and if the Executive 
Committee deems it appropriate to write a 
letter to the homeowners demanding that 
they cure any encroachment on property 
owned by the association. Second. Motion 
passes.

Garden Committee - C. Classen

January was a down month at the garden. The 
group met and distributed seeds to plant at 
home. February has started with varieties of 
peas being planted. Work has begun on re-
building some beds and cleaning up others.

We still have a few beds available for Parkwood 
residents to work a plot of their own. The com-
munity garden is a real asset for Parkwood, 
whether you like to join the team on Sunday 
mornings or garden on your own schedule in a 
designated plot. 

As a group, we have the bene� ts of the infra-
structure that has been built over the years, 
like fencing, trellises and cloth coverings for 
frost protection. The raised beds have rich soil, 
and gardeners have access to compost and 
mulch. But perhaps the best of it is the cama-
raderie and advice of people who have been 
gardening for years. Contact the garden at gar-
den@parkwoodnc.org for more information.

Parkwood Press & Social Media - L. Denny

The deadline for the next issue of Parkwood 
Press is the 15th of the month.

New policy from the current printer for our 

newsletter. Print jobs requiring a turn around 
of less than 5 business days will have a rush 
fee applied per day early.

Parkwood on Social Media
Our Facebook presence stands at 637 Follow-
ers and 551 Likes. Our posts reached 91 peo-
ple and we had 208 page visits in the past 28 
days. There was 1 post during this time. 

ParkwoodNC Google Group
Our group has 878 members, down 1 since 
January. There have been 11 new posts/con-
versations since our January Board of  meeting.

Parkland Planning Committee -  M. Brooks

Parkland Planning Committee
Minutes for Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024, 7pm via 
Zoom
Attendees: Mike Brooks (Chair); Chris Classen, 
Pete Eisenmann, Steven Berkowitz, Andrew 
Hunter, Marie Dean, Rob Shoaf

1. Sedwick Park Bridge Updates:
Additional detailed requirements have 
been added to the plans, and resubmit-
ted to the appropriate planning authori-
ties. The next target is getting the site 
plan approval so that bids can be solic-
ited for the work.

Update: Site Plan has been approved by 
the City/County Planning Department 
2/19/2024

2. New Parkwood entry signage
A price quote was received from Triangle 
Sign Company, who recommend doing 
the sign with white PVC, which would 
add both longevity and cost savings vs. 
pressure-treated wood. The committee 
approved that materials change, which 
will also match the main sign in front 
of the Parkwood o�  ce. The next step 
will be to get the sign design and loca-
tions (2) approved for individual building 
permits.

3. Pelham Rd. Kayak Dock launch assist:
Launch Assist was installed on schedule 
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Parkwood Homeowner Dues 
for 2024 are $250 

Dues not paid by March 31st will have an 
additional late fee applied on April 1st.

How to pay:

If you cannot pay your entire assessment, 
please contact PPM to set up a payment plan 

to avoid additional fees.
cmellette@ppmral.com | 919-848-4911

Mail a check:
Parkwood Association

c/o Professional Property Management, Inc
PO Box 97006

Raleigh, NC 27624
Pay Online:

Visit parkwoodnc.org
Use yellow “Make a Payment” button 
to login and submit your payment.

The next meeting of the 
Parkwood Association Board of Directors 

is scheduled for March 14, 2024 
at 7:00 pm via Zoom

If you would like to attend as a guest, please 
email the o�  ce, pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org 

no later than March 12.

at the end of December, and an intro-
ductory article was included in the Janu-
ary issue of the Parkwood Press.

4. Old Growth Trail Interpretive Signage proj-
ect:

No updates (preliminary proposal for 
next phase received a few days after 
meeting)

5. NEW BUSINESS:
Proposal from the Playgrounds Commit-
tee for it to be dissolved, and its duties 
split: maintenance and upkeep to be 
done by the Parks & Lawns Committee, 
while future improvements and develop-
ment would be done by the PPC. Com-
mittee accepted and discussed this new 
responsibility.

6. Next meeting: Tuesday, Feb. 20, 7pm via 
Zoom.

Adjournment at 8:02pm

Motion to spend up to $338 as a re-submit-
tal fee to the City, if required, using GL-
06027. Seconded. Motion passes.

Events Committee - V. Wheeler

Events Committee Activities as of 7 February 
2024

Members are Olga Rodriguez, Tracee Hester, 
Mamie Parker and Vickie Wheeler. Planning is 
proceeding on both the Easter Egg Hunt and 
the Spring Flea Market.

The 2024 Easter Egg Hunt will be held 24 
March 2023 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Olga has 
secured a family pool membership for ra�  e by 
the Parkwood Swim Club.
The Spring Flea Market target date is 4 May 
2023.  We have con� rmed the availability of 
this date.

The next Events Committee meeting will be 22 
Feb 24 at 6:30 pm.
__________

Board Minutes Approval

Board Meeting adjourned at 8:59 pm.

Vendor booths will be set up along the edge 
of the mosque parking lot and in front of the 
building.

Details for reserving your vendor space will 
be available in the April Issue of the Parkwood 
Press.
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Contact Our Board and Committees
All Board Members:   board@parkwoodnc.org
President & Of� cers:             executive@parkwoodnc.org
District Reps:                district1@parkwoodnc.org
          (be sure to use your district number)

Events Committee, events@parkwoodnc.org
Finance Committee: � nance@parkwoodnc.org
Garden Committee: garden@parkwoodnc.org

Meets in the Garden, Sundays  10am
Parkland Planning: possibilities@parkwoodnc.org

Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7pm
Parks, Lawns & Ball� eld: parksandlawns@parkwoodnc.org

Meets 1st Monday, 7pm
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