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The PA Board meets 

on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 7 pm via Zoom

Parkwood Board
Parkwood Association

1417 Seaton Road
Durham, NC 27713

Phone: (919) 544-2161
Email: pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org

Website: parkwoodnc.org

O�  ce Hours: Wednesday 2:30 - 5:00 pm

Laura Denny, our o�  ce administrator, 
is available by email or phone.

Please allow 24 hours for a reply.

Parkwood Office
2023 - 2024

Vendor booths will be set up along 
the edge of the mosque parking lot 
and in front of the building.

Reservations will be taken beginning, 
April 3rd. You may email the o�  ce, 
pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org or call 
919-544-7339.

1. Spaces are assigned on a � rst come � rst served basis. 
2. Please set up in the space you were assigned when you registered. 
3. No Tables are provided 
4. No Food for Sale 
5. No Knives or weapons may be sold. 
6. No pets may be sold or given away. 
7. All unsold items must be removed by the vendor. 
8. Deposit Required. $5 will reserve up to 2 spaces. 

a. Parkwood Residents will receive a refund of the deposit once the event is over, and your 
space has been cleared and cleaned. 

9. Non-Parkwood resident have a $5 non-refundable fee.



2 PARKWOOD PRESS - April 2024



PARKWOOD PRESS - April 2024 3

N� es from th� Pa�kw��d Co��uni	y Gar
��
By Susan Costa
10 things you might not know about the Community Garden:
1. Where is it? We’re located at 1417 Seaton Road, between the Parkwood HOA 

building and the old � re station, alongside one of our many beautiful Parkwood 
trails.

2. When are garden volunteers there?  Someone is usually there at 9 or 10 am on Sunday mornings. This 
depends on weather, so if the weather is better on Saturday, you might � nd us there on Saturday instead 
– or possibly on both days, if we can’t stay away. The calendar on the last page of this newsletter has our 
regular hours.

3. Do I need gardening experience to participate?  No, if you’re new to gardening, feel free to stop by when-
ever a garden volunteer is there. If you already know what you’re doing and you want to stop by brie� y to 
help pull some weeds, etc., we keep a notebook inside the signboard to the right of the gate. Just check in 
there to see if there is a “to do” list. This time of year we don’t have the irrigation system turned on yet, so 
the “to do” is usually watering the young ‘uns!  Please be sure to always close the gate when you leave.

4. If I feel like helping out occasionally, is there any commitment? Absolutely not! While we hope you � nd 
the time to come back, everyone is welcome to visit and lend a hand whenever they feel like it, even if it’s 
only once. We have gloves to lend and tools to share during hours when the regular volunteers are there.

5. I see some of the beds have people’s names on them. What does that mean? Those beds are main-
tained by members of our community and the fruits or veggies growing there are theirs to harvest. Please 
respect their hard work, and harvest only from the beds that aren’t assigned to someone. (They have a 
hard enough time competing with the squirrels!) Feel free to email us to be assigned a bed of your own 
when one is available. 

6. Can anyone stop by and pick something? Yes. We have only a very small number of regular volunteers so 
we hope that those of you who harvest will also lend a hand, but it’s not obligatory. If you do pick, keep in 
mind that these fruits & veg are here for everyone, so please harvest only enough for yourself, and don’t 
pull out entire plants. If you or someone you know needs plants for your own garden but can’t a� ord 
them, please email us and we’ll do our best to help out. Every Spring we try to divide our herbs and peren-
nials, pot those up, and give those away, too.  There are scissors at the garden to use for snipping herbs, 
etc. A cautionary note about scissors that doesn’t involve running:  it’s super important that you’re careful 
not to cut the irrigation lines- they are black or brown, and are sometimes well camou� aged beneath foli-
age. If you do, (yes, it happens) please call the HOA o�  ce immediately at (919) 544-2161 so we can repair it 
ASAP. Otherwise, the garden and parking lot can � ood (it also happens.)

7. Can I follow the garden progress online? Yes, follow us on Instagram #parkwoodcg  Keep an eye out 
there for our plant giveaways!

8. What’s that small garden outside the fence? We have a rain garden along the west fence of the com-
munity garden. The garden is on a small slope, and all that water needs to go somewhere, so we channel 
it into this rain garden instead of the parking lot. It’s a good example of something you can easily install 
at home to divert and use excess runo� . We grow some elderberry, hibiscus, irises, and other plants who 
prefer wet feet. Along the front fence we have herbs growing in the barrels and planters, and some � ow-
ers. Many of the spring � owering bulbs you see there and around Parkwood were donated by Keep Dur-
ham Beautiful and planted by our volunteers.

9. What’s all that stu�  growing next to the community center? Is that also part of the community garden? 
Sort of..it’s a pollinator garden that we planted in 2017 with donated plants, compost, and mulch from 
Keep Durham Beautiful. Our community garden volunteers also maintain the plants in this bed. We some-
times add to it, and sometimes divide and give away plants from there, a lot of which are native pollina-
tors. This garden is not on the irrigation system, so it’s survival of the � ttest! Feel free to stop by and see 
which plants will grow well here, and what type of pollinators they can bring to your garden. 

10. Your plants look great! (Why, thank you!)  What are you using for compost? All compost is donated by 
Compostnow. We are one of their community garden partners, which means we receive donated compost 
from them, courtesy of their customers. We just have to pay for delivery. For more information, visit com-
postnow.org. 

Well, now that you know a bit more about us, we hope you’ll come by and visit.
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Baked Goods, Sausage & Ham Biscuits and Coffee are available Saturday morning until 10 am 
Hot Dogs with all of the fixings are for sale for lunch on Saturday from 11 am - 12:30 pm. 

Live Music By Gray Rock Transit
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My journey to my third degree black belt
by Carlos Rodriguez, Parkwood Resident

 Hello, my name is Carlos Rodriguez and I would like to explain to you my journey from when I � rst 
joined Taekwondo at Master Chang’s Martial Arts right here in Durham to today as I am close to achieving 
my third degree black belt and what this can do for your life as well.

 Someone who has never participated in any Martial Art is likely 
to not know everything that comes with it besides � ghting or demon-
strations. When I � rst found Taekwondo, I saw a demonstration of the 
demo team and I thought it looked really awesome, but I just never knew 
about how right after when I joined, the masters would always be ready 
to teach you essential life skills. Taekwondo has always shown me how 
I should always keep my respect for authority, for my parents because 
they are the ones who have always cared for me. And for my masters 
because they will always look out for you. Taekwondo even can help you 
extremely in school, to always show respect for your teachers because 
they always care for you as a student. Taekwondo has taught me and 
transformed me to be a student and a son who is always showing respect 
for authority, and who has even kept my con� dence for 7 years since 
when I’ve started, because with this con� dence and self-discipline, I can 
start doing anything, and as I’ve learned, always work hard, and achieve these goals, no matter how far 
away they seem.  

 Taekwondo is always looking to build this self-discipline in you from when you just start being 
a white belt and keeping it in you so that you can use it all the way up to years later, being a black belt 
no matter how far away this goal seems, always 
working hard for it, and never giving up, which all 
results in keeping your self-discipline and con� -
dence. When you look at it from a spiritual view as 
well, spiritual disciplines help you have a spiritually 
healthy life, in the same way Martial Arts like Tae-
kwondo help you to take care of your body, which 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit (God).

Carlos in Taekwondo class

Master Chang’s Martial Arts 
has schools in Durham (where I 
train), Chapel Hill, Cary: Kildaire 
Farm and Preston Corners, Ra-
leigh: Falls River, Strickland and 
North Ridge, and Holly Springs. 
www.masterchangtkd.com
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Summary of Minutes from March 14, 2024 Board Meeting
Call to Order 7:06 pm

Attendance: Felipe Rodriguez, Vickie Wheeler, 
Chris Classen,  Richard Evert, Dennis Sharp,
Janie Long, Olga Rodriguez, Andrew Hunter,
Mary Mertz, Julia Maron, Marsha Brooks, Marie 
Dean

Guests: Mike Brooks, Jeremy Glissen Brown,
Kathleen Harrell

New Business

Election of Vice President
Nomination of Felipe Rodriguez.

Motion to elect Felipe Rodriguez as vice 
president of the Parkwood Association 
Board of Directors. Second. Motion passes.

Committee Roundtable

Executive Committee - M. Brooks

Executive Committee Minutes 11 March 2024
Marsha Brooks, President  
Vickie Wheeler, Secretary 
Marie Dean, Treasurer

1. Next EC meeting will be on 8 April at  7:00.
2. Review of Management Services for Bid. 

Larry had made an initial list of services we 
receive from PPM (Current mgt services). 
We will build on this to put RFP together.

3. Maintenance for O�  ce/Community Cen-
ter.  Vickie will arrange for an estimate from 
Lowes for installing three external doors.

4. Internet Services at HOA O�  ce. Currently 
paying $170.08/month to Spectrum.  AT&T 
will be $70/mo.  Google is 4-6 months from 
o� ering service. 

5. Insurance renewal.  This has been submit-
ted for payment.

6. Letter to Homeowner on Lake property.  
Marie is following up to see if preliminary 
determination has been made of the survey 
and placement of the fence to determine if 
they are within the boundaries set by our 

Covenants in Section 3, Article 8. Once this 
is veri� ed we need to issue the letter to the 
homeowner requesting this to be recti� ed.

7. Vacancy of Vice President.  Nominations 
and subsequent vote will be held at the 14 
March Board meeting.

MOTION to switch internet service at the 
Parkwood O�  ce to AT&T  and the phone 
service to Ooma. GL-00437 Internet Re-
sources. Seconded. Motion passes.

Executive Committee Minutes approved.
EC Meeting adjourned at 8:44  pm.

Finance Committee Report - M. Dean

March 7, 2024 Finance Committee Meeting

The Finance Committee of the PHA held their 
monthly virtual meeting on March 7, 2024 from 
7:00 - 7:35.  Attending were Marie Dean, & Fe-
lipe Rodriguez.

The committee reviewed the February report 
from PPM.  As of March 6, PPM reports we 
have 4 homeowners who have been sent a de-
mand email but none that are ready to be sent 
to the attorney. 

There were no updates from Ganley’s o�  ce to 
report because the foreclosure resolution on 
the accounts we’d sent from last month were 
just completed and returned by mail on March 
4, so they had not yet been received.

Motion: To go into executive session to dis-
cuss/vote on homeowner � nancial matters.

Submitted by:  Marie Dean, Treasurer

Board entered into Executive Session.

Parks and Lawns - M. Mertz

Parks, Lawns, and Ball� eld Committee Meeting
March 4, 2024
7:05 pm- 8:26 pm
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Attendance: Bill Mitchell, Steven Berkowitz, Ray 
Dean, Rob Shoaf, Chris Classen, Mary Mertz,
Marie Dean, Andrew Hunter

1. Grounds
Mulch. Bill Mitchell
RLC wants to spread 160 cu ft of landscape 
mulch speci� ed in the contract on plantings 
throughout Parkwood between March 15 
and March 31.

The labor cost to spread the mulch is in-
cluded in the RLC contract but the cost of 
the mulch is not. In previous years, the HOA 
would pay the driver for the mulch with 
a check made out to the mulch supplier 
(PalletOne). But because of problems get-
ting the check issued by PPM promptly, the 
2024 contract was amended to have the 
Board approve the purchase of the mulch 
and have RLC pay for the mulch and then 
bill the HOA for the cost.
   
So, RLC plans to order the mulch and pay 
for it on delivery and then bill the HOA for 
the cost which Jay estimates will be be-
tween $5,400 and $5,500.

MOTION: To authorize RLC to purchase 
160 cubic yards of landscape mulch for 
plantings at a cost not to exceed $5,500 
using GL Code 00531. Seconded. Motion 
passes.

Treating the Common Areas for Fire Ants. 
Bill Mitchell
RLC plans to treat Parkwood common areas 
between now and March 15.

Mowing Schedule. Bill Mitchell
RLC started mowing a few of the common 
areas last week because the grass was a 
little high. (The contract states they will start 
mowing common areas on March 1.) This 
week RLC will begin mowing all the areas 
that are to be mowed weekly and next 
week they will expand the mowing to in-
clude the areas that are to be mowed every 
two weeks.  They also plan to brush-hog the 

areas designated to be brush-hogged semi-
annually within the next two weeks. 

Tree Removal. Bill Mitchell
Donald Allen cut down three dead trees 
(cost $700) on the Newhall to Revere Trail 
the homeowner at 120 Temple Lane was 
concerned might fall on his house and two 
other trees (cost $250) that Bill noticed 
further up on the trail that needed to be 
removed for trail safety. Total cost: $950.

Donald and Bill later walked the north leg 
section of the Newhall to Revere trail that 
runs behind the houses at 106 through 132 
Larkspur Circle and found 29 dead and dy-
ing trees that pose a hazard to either peo-
ple on the trail or homeowner properties. 
Ten of those trees posed an imminent and/
or severe threat to structures on homeown-
er properties or to trail users which Donald 
could remove for $1,000. So Bill authorized 
Donald to cut them down and hold o�  on 
the others until committee and Board ap-
proval. Donald has agreed to cut down the 
remaining 19 hazardous trees for $1,400.

MOTION: To authorize Donald Allen to 
cut down 19 trees behind the houses 
on 106-132 Larkspur Circle that pose a 
threat to either users of the Newhall to 
Revere trail or structures and people on 
homeowner properties for $1,400 to be 
paid from GL Code 50-05078. Seconded. 
Motion passes.

2. Emergency Spillway, Parkwood Lake. Steven 
Berkowitz
Sediment has built up on the lake side of 
the spillway, eastern edge of the lake which 
needs to be removed. Steven has received 
a bid from Dragon� y Pond Works and a 
second bid is in the works. Steven recently 
removed debris from the grate to promote 
drainage.

3. Invasive Plants. Bill Mitchell
Bill is revising forms, Permission for home-
owners to remove invasive plants on 
Parkwood Association common areas and 
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Indemnity, Release, and Hold Harmless 
Agreement to include guidance for home-
owners pertaining to a variety of invasive 
plant species.

4. Ball� eld. Bill Mitchell and Steven Berkowitz
Bill has been in touch with South Durham 
Little League (SDLL) about requested im-
provements. Accordingly, their contractor 
reports no permit is required. Bill will be in 
further contact with SDLL for updates be-
fore the Board votes to approve the im-
provements at the next Board meeting. Bill 
will con� rm if their contractor is adequately 
insured.

Chris reminded the committee that SDLL 
has o� ered Parkwood their current bleach-
ers when they are replaced and suggested 
we move them to Sedwick Park. Steven 
does not think that is a good idea because 
activities are going well there without 
bleachers.

Motion to approve the SDLL plan for im-
provements to the Parkwood Ball� eld as 
described below:
1. 3rd base spectator area improve-

ment: Remove 4’ soil, add 46’x8’ con-
crete slab and shed water toward the 
parking area. Area under the bleach-
ers excavated,edged, lined and � lled 
with gravel

2. Existing 3rd base bleachers replaced 
with 1 new set. Would you like us to 
dispose of the current sets or would 
you like to use them elsewhere?

3. 10’x5’ concrete pad behind home 
plate to permanently attach the 
scorer’s table.

This approval is contingent upon receipt 
by the Executive Committee a) a letter 
from the Mosque stating they have no 
objection to the plan and b) a letter from 
SDLL agreeing to indemnify and hold 
harmless the association from any cost 
or damages arising from water drainage 
onto the mosque property that results 
from the improvements in the plan. 

Upon receipt of items a and b the Execu-
tive Committee is authorized to issue a 
letter to SDLL memorializing the Board’s 
approval of the plan. Seconded. Motion 
passes.

4. Trail Maintenance. Steven Berkowitz
Steven reported earlier that the bridge 
along the Lotus Pond to Ball� eld trail has 
“shifted,” according to Daniel Maxwell with 
Silent Treatment. Mike showed a current 
photo of the bridge. Committee members 
agreed the bridge needs work and suggest-
ed it would make a good volunteer project.

5. Parks and Playgrounds
Sedwick Parking Lot.
A pothole needs attention and a couple 
parking blocks need replacing at Sedwick 
Parking Lot. Mike reminded the commit-
tee there are two extra hollow barriers 
stored behind his house. It was suggested 
that when volunteers pour concrete to � ll 
the pothole, they also � ll the barriers with 
concrete to make them more substantial. 
Steven is researching to recommend an ap-
propriate mixture for the project.

Update: Four donated railroad ties were in-
stalled by Committee volunteers on both sides 
of the two Parking Lot entrances, replacing 
broken plastic barriers.

Basketball Court Pavement.
Ray reported that he has taken down the 
basketball rim to prepare for a work crew. 
Marie shared that Precise Paving will start 
work soon, weather pending, to remove old 
concrete and to pour a new surface. Ray 
is in direct contact with Precise Paving and 
assured the committee that Precise Paving 
will cordon o�  the area until the project is 
complete.

Update: New concrete surface was installed 
March 21-22.

Picnic Table for Emerald Pond.
Steven and Mike presented various choices 
for a picnic table. The committee agreed on
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a model that looks like a picnic table at Eu-
clid Park that works well.

MOTION: To authorize the purchase of 
a picnic table kit and lumber for a total 
cost not to exceed $500 using landscap-
ing Code 00458. Seconded. Motion pass-
es.

P&L Meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm
Minutes submitted by Mary Mertz.

Motion to extend the Board meeting. Sec-
ond. Motion passes.

Garden Committee - C. Classen

The Community Garden is underway for the 
Spring season. Beds are being prepared and 
planted. So far we have peas, rapini, cabbage, 
carrots, swiss chard, chives, cilantro, collards, 
and various herbs.

We have 5 people this year, who are working 
in their own beds. The garden group preps the 

beds for the new gardeners. They choose what 
they want to plant. We provide some seeds 
and guidance if needed.

We are in the process of cleaning up the pol-
linator Garden. There are white iris, da� odils 
and other bulbs blooming. The volunteer 
hours for February were 39 1/2.

Parkwood Press & Social Media - L. Denny

Reminder, the deadline for the next issue of 
Parkwood Press is the 15th. A paper copy will 
be delivered to approximately 135 homes.

Parkwood on Social Media - to update
Our Facebook presence stands at 648 Follow-
ers and 559 Likes. Our posts reached 79 peo-
ple and we had 299 page visits in the past 28 
days. There was 1 post during this time. 

ParkwoodNC Google Group - to update
Our group has 878 members. There have been 
14 new posts/conversations since our February 
Board of Directors meeting.
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Minutes from Parkwood Association 
board meetings are archived and available on 

our website. parkwoodnc.org 

Parkland Planning Committee -  M. Brooks

Parkland Planning Committee
Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2024, 
7pm via Zoom

Attendees: Mike Brooks (Chair); Chris Classen, 
Pete Eisenmann, Steven Berkowitz, Ray Dean, 
Janie Long, Marie Dean

1. Approval of January minutes: minutes ap-
proved as written.

2. Sedwick Park Bridge Updates:
a. Permitting progress: Site Plan was ap-

proved by Durham City/County Planning 
Department February 19.

b. Next Steps: At next Board meeting, we 
hope to present updated bridge kit costs 
for approval and contract for signing. 
Contractors for building the bridge abut-
ments and trail connections are now 
being sought.

3. New Parkwood entry signage
Revised PVC designs, locations, and price 
quotes discussed; next step is to apply for 
sign permits for 2 locations, and once per-
mits are approved, present total costs to 
Board for approval.

4. Old Growth Trail Interpretive Signage proj-
ect:
Draft of � yer and of survey received from 
Katie Zimmerman. Committee discussed & 
agreed with her suggestion to fund 3 Ama-
zon gift cards in the amounts of $50, $25, 
and $25 as an incentive for people to par-
ticipate in the survey. Several modi� cations 
to the survey were also suggested, and the 
� yer, containing a link to the on-line survey, 
will be included in an upcoming Parkwood 
Press. Pete will follow up with Katie on 
these questions.

5. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Playgrounds: Board has approved the 

replacement of the Sedwick Park basket-
ball court, with all new concrete, which 
will be done about the second week of 
March. A new basketball rim and net will 
also be installed.

b.  Steven presented a grant prospect from 

the NC DEQ, the 319 Grant Program 
(which is actually an annual program), 
for water quality restoration proposals. 
The due date is May 6;  Steven will get 
more information for discussion at the 
next meeting.

6. Next meeting: Tuesday, March 19, 7pm via 
Zoom.

 
PPC Meeting Adjournment at 8:01pm
 
Events Committee - V. Wheeler
Events Committee Minutes 22 February 2023

The meeting was held virtually through Zoom 
on  22 Feb 24 at 7:30 pm,  Attending were Olga 
Rodriguez, Tracee Hester, Mamie Parker  and 
Vickie Wheeler. Updates on the Easter Egg 
Hunt as well as the Spring Flea market were 
given. 

 Ideas for additional events were discussed in-
cluding a Father’s Day father/son � shing activ-
ity and a Halloween Trunk or Treat.

Motion to purchase plastic eggs, candy 
and games from Amazon not to exceed 
$600 using GL-00536 Community Activi-
ties. Second. Motion passes.

__________
Minutes Approval
Motion to approve the minutes. Seconded. Mo-
tion passes.

Meeting adjournment

The next meeting of the 
Parkwood Association Board of Directors 

is scheduled for April 11, 2024 
at 7:00 pm via Zoom

If you would like to attend as a guest, please 
email the o�  ce, pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org 

no later than April 9.
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I am so grateful for Winter after Summer and Fall vegetables have been harvested, and the leafy 
greens have paused their growth during our coldest months. There may not be much happening 

Parkwood Native Seed Planting Spring Update
By Parkwood Resident Je�  Hawkinson

in the garden that we can see, but there’s the 
re� ection that comes with all you were able to 
observe over the last year.  These past couple 
of years I’ve used winter as a time to focus on 
growing plants from seed that are native to our 
Piedmont ecoregion. I’ve had enough success 
to balance out the failure, and have added as-
ters, milkweeds, bee balms, columbine, phlox, 
echinacea, penstemons, and others to our 
yard. It’s been fun discussing di� erent blooms 
with neighbors and observing the wildlife 
that’ve come to enjoy them.

Since November of last year Parkwood Parks 
and Lawns and I have hosted two native seed 
planting workshops, installed over 70 native 
plants and grasses at Custer Circle, and cre-
ated a resource guide for anyone interested 
in learning more about landscaping with na-
tive plants. This project was funded through 
a grant from the NC Native Plant Society.  
Pictured here is a fraction of the seeds that I 
started over the winter using both the outdoor 
sowing method and the refrigerator method. 
Many of these plants will make their way into 
Custer Circle’s Garden, but we hope also to dis-
tribute some of them to neighbors who might be interested in � nding a home for them in their 
yard.  Please stay tuned on the Parkwood Denizens Facebook group and your email for infor-
mation about this giveaway.  In the meantime, if you have any questions or want to chat more 
about the project please reach out to me at jhawk13@gmail.com.

There is room for You on the Parkwood Board of Directors

We are seeking candidates to � ll vacant seats on the Board of Directors of the Parkwood HOA.

Any candidate elected now would serve in an at large capacity through September 2024. It is not re-
quired that you live in the district you represent if you are elected “at large”. See the bylaws and district 
map at parkwoodnc.org for more information.

To serve on the Parkwood Board of Directors you must be
 � A resident and homeowner in Parkwood
 � Current on all assessments and payments to the Association
 � Available for Board meetings - 2nd Thursday of every month - 7 pm



12 PARKWOOD PRESS - April 2024

Contact Our Board and Committees
All Board Members:   board@parkwoodnc.org
President & Of� cers:             executive@parkwoodnc.org
District Reps:                district1@parkwoodnc.org
          (be sure to use your district number)

Events Committee, events@parkwoodnc.org
Finance Committee: � nance@parkwoodnc.org
Garden Committee: garden@parkwoodnc.org

Meets in the Garden, Sundays  10am
Parkland Planning: possibilities@parkwoodnc.org

Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7pm
Parks, Lawns & Ball� eld: parksandlawns@parkwoodnc.org

Meets 1st Monday, 7pm
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