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The Parkwood Association Neighborhood Newsletter

Our Pollinator Garden 
is buzzing with activity!

It is a great time to check out 
our polinator gardens out-

side of our Parkwood Associ-
ation O�  ce and Community 
Center at 1417 Seaton Road!  
You are likely to � nd many of 
our smallest neighbors mak-
ing the most of our friendly 

o� erings!
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N� es from th� Pa�kw��d Co��uni	y Gar
��
By Susan Costa
We’ve been so busy in the garden that I haven’t 
had time to write anything! Really, I’d rather 
be outside than in front of a computer screen, 
and I hope all y’all do the same thing this 
month. We welcome you to stop by for a visit 
and see how everything is growing! We will 
begin earlier now (8am, for some of us) be-
cause mornings are already pretty warm. We’ll 
be working on some creative trellis options this 
month, so those should be interesting… 

Hope to see you in the garden!

Marsha Brooks, President, Dist.7
Felipe Rodriguez, Vice Pres. Dist. 1
Vickie Wheeler, Secretary, Dist. 2

Marie Dean, Treasurer, Dist. 8
Dist 1: Diane Wright
Dist 2: Chris Classen*
Dist 3: Richard Evert
Dist 3: Dennis Sharp
Dist 4: Tracee Hester
Dist 4: Janie Long

Dist 5: Olga Rodriguez
Dist 5: Andrew Hunter
Dist 6: Mary Mertz
Dist 6: OPEN
Dist 7: Julia Maron
Dist 8: OPEN

*Serving At-Large
The PA Board meets 

on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 7 pm via Zoom

Parkwood Board
Parkwood Association

1417 Seaton Road
Durham, NC 27713

Phone: (919) 544-2161
Email: pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org

Website: parkwoodnc.org

O�  ce Hours: Wednesday 2:30 - 5:00 pm

Laura Denny, our o�  ce administrator, 
is available by email or phone.

Please allow 24 hours for a reply.

Parkwood Office
2023 - 2024

Newsletter Delivery Options
All Parkwood Homes receive a minimum of two paper issues of the Parkwood Press per year. 

These are currently scheduled for January and July.

Want to receive a paper copy of the Parkwood Press Every Month?
Join our Opt-In List to have a paper copy delivered to your doorstep every month.

Receiving Paper Copies but prefer Digital?
Let us know that you no longer wish to receive the every month paper copy.

Email pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org to make delivery change requests.
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Who Do I Call?
Speeding and other tra�  c issues.  Please 
contact the PD by either dialing 911 or the DPD 
non-emergency number 919-560-4600. 

Pets running loose without a leash.  If a dog 
is not aggressive but seems lost, and you are 
comfortable, you could try to lure him into a 
backyard and � nd the owner. But if you are 
not comfortable doing this, please call Dur-
ham County Animal Control which is handled 
through the Sheri� ’s Department.  919-560-
0630.

Cars parked on lawns, trash in the front 
yard, overgrown lawns. If you wish to report 
this kind of issue you can either contact PA at 
pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org or contact the NIS 
directly  by emailing nis-codeenforcement@
durhamnc.gov or calling 919-560-1647

Cars, trailers or trucks parked on the 
streets. The Durham Police Department en-
forces parking on public streets and should be 
contacted at the Durham PD non-emergency 
number 919-560-4600.

Keep in mind, sometimes a problem can be 
handled quickly by a friendly conversation.  
Sometimes starting the conversation with an 
o� er to help works wonders.  You never know, 
that person with the overgrown lawn may be ill 
or injured and unable to mow the lawn.  Thank 
you for being a good neighbor.

Tall Grass? Time to Mow!

Spring is here and the grass is growing. If 
you haven’t already starting mowing your 
grass, it is probably time. 

Advertise in Parkwood Press
Pricing and details are on our website,

https://parkwoodhoa.nabrnetwork.com/
publicforms.php

Missionaries Interested in 
Service Projects

Missionaries from the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints are interested in doing 
service for people and groups.  If you have a 
service or project that you need done, please 
contact Gary Hatch at hatch.gary@gmail.com 
or 919-943-3758 or the missionaries at 919-
225-7386 to submit a request. 
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Summary of Minutes from May 9, 2024 Board Meeting

Call to Order 7:15 pm

Attendance: Diane Wright, Felipe Rodriguez, 
Vickie Wheeler, Chris Classen, Dennis Sharp,
Janie Long, Olga Rodriguez, Andrew Hunter, 
Mary Mertz, Marsha Brooks, Marie Dean

Guests: Steven Berkowitz, Mike Brooks

Steven Berkowitz reported that the City’s Park-
wood Area Lift Station Consolidation (PALSCO) 
Project documents are not yet ready for re-
view. 

Committee Roundtable

Executive Committee - M. Brooks

Executive Committee Minutes 1 May 2024

Marsha Brooks, President
Felipe Rodriguez, Vice President 
Vickie Wheeler, Secretary 
Marie Dean, Treasurer

1. Next EC meeting will be on 5 June 2024 at 
7:00 pm. 

2. Atlantic Union Reserve Account. Vickie has 
contacted 5 banks and we will recommend 
moving both the Atlantic Union Reserve Ac-
count and the North State Checking/Debit 
account to Pinnacle Financial Partners. 

3. Letter to Homeowner on Lake property.  
Vickie will prepare Marie’s letter to be sent 
to the homeowners directing them to move 
the last section of their fence in preparation 
for the work to be done at the dam. 

4. Tree on Monterey Ln. Marie and Vickie will 
visit the homeowners whose fence was 
damaged by a fallen tree.

5. Maintenance at O�  ce/Community Center. 
Vickie will make an appointment with Lowes 
for an estimate on replacing 3 doors on 
5/30.

Motion to move the Reserve Account from 
Atlantic Union Bank to Pinnacle Financial 

Partners. Seconded. Motion passes.

EC Minutes approved.

EC Meeting adjourned at 8:32  pm.

Finance Committee Report - M. Dean

May 7, 2024 Finance Committee Meeting
The Finance Committee of the PHA held their 
monthly virtual meeting on May 7, 2024 from 
7:00 - 7:50.  Attending were Marie Dean, Olga 
Rodriguez, & Felipe Rodriguez.

The committee reviewed the April report from 
PPM.  There was discussion of possible errors 
on the expenditure report when designating 
which GL Codes to use.  The Finance Commit-
tee would ask that each committee take time 
to review the month’s report from PPM which 
Laura includes a link on the agenda that’s 
shared with everyone.  Discrepancies should 
be sent to the FC.

The report from our attorney’s o�  ce showed 
1 account paid in full that we’d sent for collec-
tion, 1 on a payment plan, 1 that’d inquired 
about a pay-o� , and 4 with no response.

Submitted by: Marie Dean, Treasurer

Motion: To go into executive session to dis-
cuss homeowner � nancial matters.

Motion to approve the $510 that PPM has 
already paid to our lawyers’ o�  ce using GL-
00529 for PALSCO legal guidance. Seconded. 
Motion passes.

Parks and Lawns - M. Mertz

Parks, Lawns, and Ball Field Committee Meet-
ing
May 6, 2024   7:00 pm-8:30 pm

Members in attendance: Steven Berkowitz, 
Michael Brooks, Wray Dean, Rob Shoaf, Chris 
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Classen, Mary Mertz, Marie Dean

 TOPICS for DISCUSSION
1. Tree Report.  - Bill

Tree removal.  Spent $10,925 to date and all 
authorized tasks have been completed and 
invoices submitted to PPM.

Historic White Ash tree.  Leaf and Limb 
injected a pesticide into the tree last week 
to prevent emerald ash borers from infect-
ing the tree for two years.  The invoice from 
Leaf and Limb, in the amount of $636.00, 
has been sent to Laura to send on to PPM 
to make payment.  This was approved at 
the 11/2023 board meeting to be taken 
from the 2024 budget using GL Code 05078.

2. Grounds Report. 
Clermont culvert report.  When Dragon� y 
Pond Works cleans out the culvert, they 
leave debris on the bank that could wash 
back into the culvert.  Steven plans to call 
the city to � nd out if the city will pick up the 
debris if we move the debris to the street.  
A volunteer work day can be scheduled 
after we determine the best place to move 
the debris.

Main Parkwood sign is down.  Mike and 
Steven plan to move the sign to a safe place 
until it is repaired.
 
Motion to approve the request of a home-
owner to cut and remove 6 large bamboo 
stalks near the entrance to the Brentwood 
to Hidden Park trail. Passed in committee to 
present to the Board.

Motion to approve the removal of 6 
bamboo stalks by a homeowner on the 
Brentwood Trail to Hidden Park. Second-
ed. Motion passes.
 

3. Drainage.  - Steven
Storm drainage at Sedwick Park � eld/report 
from VisionNC scoping/next steps.

After scoping that demonstrated several 
problems, VisionNC has provided quotes 

for two options to repair the drainage sys-
tem at the Sedwick Park Playground.  Ste-
ven is getting bids from other contractors.  
For now, it is best to keep the sink hole 
� agged.

Dredging project with Guins Excavation 
Service above spillway. Steven reports that 
Guins Excavation plans to start work this 
month.

4. Parkwood Lift Station Replacements (PAL-
SCo).  
Steven has worked with Board member, 
Richard Evert, and our HOA lawyer, Michael 
Ganley, concerning legal issues needing 
resolution before the easements the City 
needs to obtain from Parkwood can be 
executed for the project to begin.  Steven 
hopes to have documents ready to provide 
for discussion and possible approval at the 
upcoming Board meeting.  Mike shared that 
the city has planned a meeting to inform 
residents of the plan for the new lift station 
and force main (to be installed along the 
south side of Sedwick Road).

 
5. Playgrounds and Parks

Replacement of missing bench overlooking 
lake at Sedwick Park.  Mike has the kit plus 
wood and bolts needed to make another 
bench.  Wray agreed to put the bench to-
gether.

How to secure new picnic table at Emerald 
Pond.  Discussion concluded this may not 
be necessary since we have not secured 
other picnic tables in Parkwood, but options 
will continue to be evaluated and consid-
ered.
 

6. Plantings. - Chris
Je�  Hawkinson is replanting some of the 
perennials in the two areas at Custer Circle.  
Not everything that was planted made it 
through winter.  We are trying to get some 
native plants to grow there as an experi-
ment.  Je�  has put some plant markers 
and bamboo to mark new plants.  Workers 
should let Je�  take care of the two circles. 
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7. Ball Field.  Bill
Modern Plumbing and Back� ow has re-
paired and recerti� ed the RPZ valve at the 
ball � eld.

Motion to modify payment to Modern 
Plumbing and Back� ow from $881.17 ap-
proved by the Board from ball � eld fund 
04170 on April 22, 2024 to $1,036.32 due to 
an additional charge of $145 +tax for recer-
ti� cation the third time.  (The fee is waived 
for a second inspection but not a third.)

Motion to modify the amount to be paid 
to add the additional fee for inspection, 
$155.15, to be paid by GL-04170 to Mod-
ern Plumbing and Back� ow. Seconded. 
Motion passes.

Consider altering SDLL lease to make them 
responsible for paying water bill and pos-
sibly for future costs associated with main-
taining the RPZ valve.  Steven plans to work 
on this with Bill.

 
8. Trails

Lotus Pond Bridge collapse.  For now, the 
bridge has been repaired enough to safely 
open the trail.  In the future, it will probably 
need replacing.  Wray has been in touch 
with contractors about replacing it.  Wray 
shared that many contractors in this area 
are busy with larger projects.  Wray remind-
ed the committee that in order to work on 
the bridge, someone has to haul tools and 
materials into the woods.

Wray is also looking at a di� erent design to 
replace the deteriorating railroad tie steps 
o�  Clermont down to the lake. Residents 
have asked that these replacement plans 
include a handrail.
 

9. Old Business. 
Invasive species, especially poison ivy and 
English ivy. 

Bill and Mary are working together to re-

vise the Indemnity Form and cover letter 
to allow a homeowner to control invasive 
species within 10 feet of the property line.  
An appendix with descriptions of invasive 
species and recommendations for control-
ling each is being developed.  Hopefully the 
forms will be ready for the committee to 
discuss next month.

Currently, residents should contact the of-
� ce to refer to a PLBF committee member 
prior to gaining Board approval as outlined 
in our current Tree Policy.

Rob shared that he is concerned about 
the spread of invasive species throughout 
Parkwood at large.  The committee has 
discussed approaches to control invasive 
species throughout Parkwood in the past.  
The committee agreed we need to develop 
a plan.  Rob mentioned this could be a proj-
ect for the Planning Committee to address.  
Mike encouraged Rob to take pictures of 
areas with a pervasive invasion.

 
10. New Business.

Consideration of mid-year assessment of 
Rescue Lawn Care’s performance.  - Rob

The committee agreed to ask Bill for 
recommendations.

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
Minutes submitted by Mary Mertz.
 

Garden Committee - C. Classen

April � nds the gardeners spending more time 
in the garden tending our cold weather let-
tuces, and other greens. Since we had a warm 
April we have gone ahead and planted toma-
toes, peppers and beets. Cucumbers, trom-
boncino squash (long necked trellised yellow 
squash) have gone in too. We have done a 
second planting of carrots, cilantro and broc-
coli. Sun� owers have popped up from last 
year’s plants and haven been transplanted to 
the beds. 

The blackberry bushes are lea� ng out, the 



PARKWOOD PRESS - JUNE 2024 9

elderberry bush has � owers and the strawber-
ries are ripening. Peas are just about ready for 
harvest too. There are other crops growing as 
well. We needed to cut the chives back to the 
ground because they were infested with black 
aphids. They were sprayed with soapy water to 
kill them. The chives are coming up again. 

The � ower garden in front of the garden has 
been worked on. Some gifted da� odil bulbs 
have been planted as well as some nicotiana 
and dusty miller seedlings. Our barrels contain 
two types of thyme, lemon balm, anise hys-
sops, oregano, mint, and marjoram (similar 
to oregano). The iris’ are gone with gladiolas 
replacing them soon. Lilies are about to bloom 
next. The Bee Garden has � owers blooming 
now.

Netting has been put on the gates to further 
deter critters. The irrigation system is up and 
running. The rain this weekend was very wel-
comed. We have been helping our beginning 
gardeners with their plant choices, planting 
and � nding their way around the garden. Our 
volunteer hours were 35.5 for April.

Parkwood Press & Social Media - L. Denny

Reminder, the deadline for the next issue of 
Parkwood Press is the 15th. 

Parkwood on Social Media
Our Facebook presence stands at 668 Fol-
lowers and 572 Likes. Our posts reached 331 
people and we had 572 page visits in the past 
28 days. There were 3 posts during this time, 
2 were original content and 1 was a share of a 
neighbor organization’s post.

ParkwoodNC Google Group
Our group has 879 members. There have been 
12 new posts/conversations since our April 
Board of Directors meeting.

Parkland Planning Committee -  M. Brooks

Parkland Planning Committee

Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, April 16, 2024, 
7pm via Zoom

Attendees: Mike Brooks (Chair); Marie Dean, 
Wray Dean, Chris Classen, Pete Eisenmann, 
Andrew Hunter, Janie Long, Steven Berkowitz, 
Rob Shoaf

1. Approval of March minutes: approved as 
written.

2. Sedwick Park Bridge Updates:
a. Updated quote for bridge kit received 

April 8 from Areté Structures for 
$46,107, with 40% down payment re-
quired, and a 10- to 12-week delivery 
time.

b. Site Preparation quote received from 
one bidder for a total of $44,800.

UPDATE: Site preparation quote received 
from Scott Brown for $30,638. Some ad-
ditional funds for additional installation 
veri� cation, testing and permitting are 
now being tabulated by Steven.

3. New Parkwood entry signage
a. Next step is to apply for sign permits 

for 2 locations, and once permits are 
approved ($130 per sign), present total 
costs (sign permits, materials, instal-
lation) to Board for funding approval. 
Project being paused until time permits 
to complete the paperwork.

4. Old Growth Trail Interpretive Signage proj-
ect:
a. Flyer was published in April Parkwood 

Press and on the Parkwood website; an 
on-line opinion survey will be active until 
April 30, and results will then be tabu-
lated for study.

5. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Committee discussed possibilities and 

options for the 2025 issuance of the 319 
Grant Program for some aspect of wa-
ter quality improvement for Parkwood’s 
common areas. Involvement with the 
Northeast Creek Streamwatch group 
may be a possibility.

6. Next meeting: Tuesday, May 21, 7pm via 
Zoom.
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Minutes from Parkwood Association 
board meetings are archived and available on 

our website. parkwoodnc.org 

PPC Meeting adjourned at 7:56pm

Motion to pay initial payments not to ex-
ceed $32,000 for the Sedwick Park Trail 
Bridge from the Reserve account, GL-01010, 
for permit fees, not to exceed $1000, to the 
CIty of Durham, deposit to Areté Structures 
in the amount of $18,443 and deposit to 
Blue Ridge Trailworks Inc. in the amount of 
$12,500. Seconded. Motion passes.

Events Committee - V. Wheeler

Events Committee Meeting 
Minutes 24 April 2024

The meeting was held virtually through Zoom 
on  24 Apr  24 at 6:00 pm,  Attending were Olga 
Rodriguez,  Mamie Parker and Vickie Wheeler. 

Preparations for the Spring Flea Market are 
on schedule.  Mamie’s grandson will be volun-
teering to manage reserved spaces again this 

year. New banners will be ready Friday. It was 
decided to look into using the bi-folds instead 
of cones this year to block parking from the 
spaces near the ball� eld fence. Vickie will email 
Kristi at the Parkwood Swim Club to make sure 
they have information on reserving a space.

We will look for contacts for the Boy Scouts to 
see about a joint activity this fall.
__________

New Business

Minutes Approval
Motion to approve the minutes. Second. 
Motion passes.

Meeting adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting. Second. 
Motion passes.

The next meeting of the 
Parkwood Association Board of Directors 

is scheduled for June 13, 2024 
at 7:00 pm via Zoom

If you would like to attend as a guest, please 
email the o�  ce, pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org 

no later than June 11.

There is room for You on the 
Parkwood Board of Directors

We are seeking candidates to � ll vacant seats on 
the Board of Directors of the Parkwood HOA.

Any candidate elected now would serve in an at 
large capacity through September 2024. It is not 
required that you live in the district you represent 
if you are elected “at large”. See the bylaws and 
district map at parkwoodnc.org for more informa-
tion.

To serve on the Parkwood Board of Directors you 
must be

 � A resident and homeowner in Parkwood
 � Current on all assessments and payments to 

the Association
 � Available for Board meetings - 2nd Thursday of 

every month - 7 pm
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Scenes from the Parkwood Flea Market

Thank you to our vendors and all of our neighbors who came out to shop our Spring Flea Market 
on May 4th. We faced a bit of rain but with a little determination, we had a successful event.

We plan to have another � ea market this Fall. Keep an eye out for details in future issues of 
Parkwood Press. We expect to begin announcing details in our August issue for what will likely 
be an October event.
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Contact Our Board and Committees
All Board Members:   board@parkwoodnc.org
President & Of� cers:             executive@parkwoodnc.org
District Reps:                district1@parkwoodnc.org
          (be sure to use your district number)

Events Committee, events@parkwoodnc.org
Finance Committee: � nance@parkwoodnc.org
Garden Committee: garden@parkwoodnc.org

Meets in the Garden, Sundays  10am
Parkland Planning: possibilities@parkwoodnc.org

Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7pm
Parks, Lawns & Ball� eld: parksandlawns@parkwoodnc.org

Meets 1st Monday, 7pm

      1 
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16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
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30       

June 2024 


