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Dredging at the Parkwood Dam Emergency Dam Spillway

Did you happen to catch the impressive skills at work recently 
at the Parkwood Lake Dam? 

Sediment had built up on the lake side of the spillway, eastern 
edge of the lake and needed to be removed. Our Parks and 

Lawns Committee called 
in the experts at Guins 
Excavation. 

With great skill and preci-
sion the sediment was 
removed and spread at 
the other end of the dam, 
where we will soon see 
new grass growing.

Photos: Marie Dean and 
Mike Brooks

Volunteers Needed!
Serve on the 

Parkwood Association Board 
of Directors

Self Nomination Form Inside 
this Issue!

Submit by 5 pm, July 19th!

July
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All photos taken June 20, 2024, behind Leitzel Court and on the west side of Revere Rd., Parkwood.
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Marsha Brooks, President, Dist.7
Felipe Rodriguez, Vice Pres. Dist. 1
Vickie Wheeler, Secretary, Dist. 2

Marie Dean, Treasurer, Dist. 8

Dist 1: Diane Wright
Dist 2: Chris Classen*
Dist 3: Richard Evert
Dist 3: Dennis Sharp
Dist 4: Janie Long
Dist 4: OPEN

Dist 5: Olga Rodriguez
Dist 5: Andrew Hunter
Dist 6: Mary Mertz
Dist 6: OPEN
Dist 7: Julia Maron
Dist 8: OPEN

*Serving At-Large
The PA Board meets on the 2nd Thursday 

of the month at 7 pm via Zoom

2023 - 2024 Parkwood Association
1417 Seaton Road
Durham, NC 27713

Phone: (919) 544-2161
Email: pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org

Website: parkwoodnc.org

O�  ce Hours: Wednesday 2:30 - 5:00 pm

Laura Denny, our o�  ce administrator, 
is available by email or phone.

Please allow 24 hours for a reply.

Parkwood OfficeParkwood Board

Mailing Payments

If you mail payments for Parkwood Association 
dues, including via your Bank’s Bill Pay, please 
take note of these critical reminders:

 � All payments go to PPM, not to our Park-
wood O�  ce.

 � Mail checks to PO Box 97006, Raleigh NC 
27624.

 � Do not mail payments to PPM’s physical 
o�  ce. Doing so will delay processing, which 
can result in late fees.

 � Make checks payable to Parkwood Associa-
tion. Do not make checks payable to PPM.

These are important to avoid delays and to 
serve you more e�  ciently.

To learn about options for convenient auto-
matic or online payments, please view the 
attached payment options. Customers can also 
sign up for automatic draft by visiting PPM’s 
website, https://ppmral.com/ppm-automatic-
draft-form.
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PROCEDURE FOR SELF NOMINATION 
FOR THE PARKWOOD HOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We are actively seeking candidates for the Board of Directors of the Parkwood HOA.

NOTE: Each district elects 2 representatives to the board to serve for 2 years. In the event a dis-
trict does not � ll both seats, a candidate will be selected at large. At-large elections take place at 
the Annual Meeting. See the bylaws at parkwoodnc.org for more information. Use the map right 
to locate your district.

This year the following Districts have open seats to the Parkwood Homeowners’ Association 
Board:

District 1 1 District 5 1

District 2 1 District 6 2

District 3 1 District 7 1

District 4 1 District 8 2

If you own a home in one of these Districts, are paid up on your annual assessment and have at 
least 5 hours a month that you can give towards helping keep Parkwood a desirable and safe
place to live please volunteer to serve on the 
Board of Directors by completing the enclosed 
Self Nomination Form and delivering it to the 
Parkwood Association o�  ce by 5pm July 19, 
2024.

All successful nominations will be added to the 
ballot to be mailed out to every homeowner 
with the standard annual meeting packet on 
August 1, 2024.

No speci� c experience is required -- only a 
love of Parkwood and a willingness to do the 
work. 

Candidates must be the following:
 � A resident and homeowner in Parkwood
 � Current on all assessments and payments 

to the Association
 � Available for Board meetings - 2nd Thurs-

day of every month - 7 pm

How to join:
 � Complete the self-nomination form
 � Submit the nomination form to the Park-

wood O�  ce  NO LATER THAN 5 pm on July 
19th.

 � Successful nominations will be included in 
the ballot mailed to homeowners on August 
1st.
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Self Nomination Form - Parkwood Association Board of Directors
In the Parkwood O�  ce no later than 5 p.m. on July 19th

If elected, I would be willing to join the Board as a Director from District ____ , the district where 
my property is located.  I understand that this is a two-year appointment. I have provided a per-
sonal statement supporting my application to serve on the Board. 

All information in this form must be completed to be considered for nomination.

Parkwood Address:__________________________________________________________

Print Name:_______________________________________________________

Signature:_________________________________________________________

Email:_____________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________________________________________

Date:______________________________________________________________

Please mail, email or drop o�  this completed form to the Parkwood Association o�  ce (below) no 
later than 5 pm, July 19, 2024.

 Parkwood Association     Email: pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org
 1417 Seaton Rd,      Phone: 919-544-2161
 Durham, NC 27713

Voters will want to know how long you’ve lived in Parkwood, what you love about living here, and 
your vision for our community. Feel free to share the skills and knowledge you have to o� er as 
well as your thoughts on community service.

Personal statement supporting my application:

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Summary of Minutes from June 13, 2024 Board Meeting
Call to Order 7:09 pm

Attendance: Felipe Rodriguez, Vickie Wheeler, 
Chris Classen, Richard Evert, Dennis Sharp,
Janie Long, Olga Rodriguez, Andrew Hunter, Mary 
Mertz, Marsha Brooks, Marie Dean.

Guests: Steven Berkowitz, Mike Brooks

Address attendance for Board Meetings

Motion to remove a representative on the 
Parkwood Association Board of Directors 
due to 8 absences among the 10 Board of 
Directors Meetings held since the beginning 
of the second year of their term, as is out-
lined in our bylaws, Article 7 Section 4. The 
Executive Committee shall notify the repre-
sentative of this action and of their right to 
request reinstatement under our bylaws, Ar-
ticle 7, Section 3. Seconded. Six yays. Three 
nays, and One abstain. Motion passes.

Committee Roundtable

Executive Committee - M. Brooks
Executive Committee Minutes 5 June 2024

Marsha Brooks, President 
Felipe Rodriguez, Vice President 
Vickie Wheeler, Secretary 
Marie Dean, Treasurer

1. Next EC meeting will be on  2 July at 7:30. 
2. Atlantic Union Reserve Account. Proceeding, 

PPM will proceed to move.
3. Tree on Monterey Ln. Invoices received from 

the homeowner, but they are not legible.  Vickie 
will follow up for an itemized list and total 
amount spent.

4. Maintenance at O�  ce/Community Center. Ap-
pointment with Lowes is set for 6 June to get an 
estimate on replacing 3 external doors.

5. Trash in the stream in areas behind  Oliver Ln 
and Leitzel Ct. Marie will follow up with Leitzel 
Ct to con� rm it has been resolved.  District 4 di-
rectors for Oliver Ln will be asked to work with 
Laura to send a letter to neighboring homeown-
ers around this site,

6. Contact on our website has been changed to 
PPM so inquiries and complaints  are going to 
PPM instead of to Laura. We need to get this 

changed back. Vickie will contact PPM to ask 
that this be done.

7. Complaints of cars parking on lawns. We con-
tinue to get complaints about cars parking in ar-
eas other than driveways.  This is getting to be 
a widespread problem.  Chris & Vickie counted 
at least 12 instances of this on just McCormick 
alone. Vickie will draft a proposed letter to send 
to residents.

8. Parkwood Press.  Since Laura is optimizing the 
color layout for our front page, we suggest that 
she dedicate a space at the top of the  2nd page 
for contact/board info.

9. CC Printer. We will continue with the HP Ink Car-
tridge Program for the next 90 days while Laura 
collects printing stats to determine staying with 
the plan or discontinuing it.

10. Durham Water bill.  Marie will check out mul-
tiple water bill addresses and bills.

Minutes approved.
EC Meeting adjourned at 8:32  pm.

Finance Committee Report - M. Dean

June 11 2024 Finance Committee Meeting

The Finance Committee of the PHA held their 
monthly virtual meeting on June 11 2024 from 7:05 
- 7:30.  Attending were Marie Dean, Olga Rodriguez, 
& Felipe Rodriguez.

The committee reviewed the May report from 
PPM.  There was discussion of a new policy we’re 
using to send the cash report from PPM to commit-
tee chairpersons for review prior to that month’s 
board meeting in the event there are discrepancies 
with what GL Code was used for an expense. The 
Finance Committee would ask that each committee 
take time to review the month’s report and report 
to the FC if there are errors found.  At last month’s 
meeting the board approved these expenses to 
be paid from the Reserve Account, and while PPM 
was able to transfer funds from reserve to pay we 
needed to specify a capital line item where the 
expenses would come from.  I responded to PPM 
to associate Arete Project, $18314.03, with 05527 
PPC Projects, and the others for zoning & permits, 
totaling $689.60, be associated with 06027 PPC En-
gineering.  Any other funds we transfer, we’ll want 
to assign a GL Code for the appropriate expense 
account when the transfer is approved.  With that 



PARKWOOD PRESS - JULY 2024 7

being said while we approved payment for Guins 
on the Spillway Dredging to come from the reserve 
account, we’d designate it with 05072 Lake Mainte-
nance.

We received an invoice from the attorney’s o�  ce.
1. Pull bank foreclosure to advise on current sta-

tus.  $45.00
2. 2 Homeowners, title search, notice of hearing, 

credit report, postage, � ling fee, sheri� . $572.36 
x 2 =  $1144.72

Submitted by:  Marie Dean, Treasurer

Parks and Lawns - M. Mertz

Parks, Lawns, Ball� eld, and Playgrounds Commit-
tee Meeting
June 3, 2024:  7:00 pm- 8:30 pm
 
Attendance: Steven Berkowitz, Michael Brooks, 
Wray Dean, Rob Shoaf, Chris Classen, Mary Mertz, 
Marie Dean
 
1. Grounds Report

a. Steven continues to reach out to the city to 
� nd out if they will remove debris from Cl-

ermont Culvert if we move debris from the 
bank to the road.  We may need to add this 
work to a volunteer day.  Marie and Chris 
shared that Parkwood has a yard waste con-
tract, and there is a bin by the Community 
Garden.

b. The committee discussed how to follow up 
more consistently with reported concerns 
from residents.  We discussed ongoing vol-
unteer projects.

c. RLC works in Parkwood every Tuesday.  Ste-
ven agreed to reach out to management on 
Tuesday to address concerns, especially to 
mow the path between Hidden Park going 
towards Brentwood behind 7 Travis Circle, 
to clean debris from Sinnott Circle after 
bush hogging earlier, and to weed-eat bar-
riers and benches at Hidden Park.  (On June 
4th, Steven reported that Bill Mitchell got 
him in touch with Jay Hardy who said he’d 
address these concerns.)

d. Steven also volunteered to check out 120 
Larkspur concerning a large maple tree with 
a reported limb over the trail that looks 
dangerous and later reported he was able 
to remove the limb from the trail.

e. Also, debris in Parkwood Creek behind 117 
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Oliver Lane is a drainage issue and needs 
further attention.  Marie reported that the 
Executive Committee will be discussing this 
complaint by this homeowner during its up-
coming meeting.  Ivy growing up large trees 
and brush o�  Pelham Road near where 
people � sh has also been reported.

2. Drainage
Steven reported that Guins Excavation 
Service hopes to start work this Wednesday 
to dredge above spillway of Parkwood Lake.  
When they are on site, Guins will provide 
an assessment and 3rd quote to repair the 
drainage pipe and sinkhole at Sedwick Park.

Update: As seen on cover, spill dredging has 
been completed

3. PALSCo Update.  
Steven reported that another easement 
found to be needed by the city with Park-
wood has slowed down the process.  A 
public meeting occurred, and we hope to 
share information with Parkwood residents.  
(Steven reported after the meeting that the 
city has provided updated O� er to Purchase 
and Easement documents that are now be-
ing reviewed by Parkwood’s Attorney.  Docu-
ments could possibly be ready for action by 
the Board during the June Board meeting.)

Update: Documents not ready for action dur-
ing June meeting; perhaps will be by July’s.

4. Playgrounds.  Wray
a. Sedwick Park.

i. Replaced the tetherball/rope twice so far 
this year (Feb. 8th & May 12th). 

ii. Assembled a new wooden bench from 
parts Mike supplied.  On May 11th, 
Wray’s grandson, Dylan, helped him 
move it to Parkwood Lake where one 
disappeared.  Two benches are now in 
place as before on the hill at the dam. 

b. Hidden Park. 
i. Removed old, beaten down volleyball 

net with a new one May 25th.
ii. Replaced another tetherball at Hidden 

Park on June 3rd.
iii. The edging around the playgrounds at 

Hidden Park needs trimming for aesthet-
ics plus drainage.  Plus, the grass needs 
cutting underneath benches.

5. Plantings.

Chris shared that RLC took out pansies and 
replaced them with summer � owers.

6. Ball � eld.
At some point, we need to alter SDLL lease 
to make SDLL responsible for paying their 
water bill and for maintaining RPZ valve. 

7. Trails.  
Steven reported that Silent Treatment, 
Daniel Maxwell, was scheduled to maintain 
trails June 3rd and should send a report.  
Steven and Wray continue to seek a handy-
man quali� ed and interested in bidding to 
replace the bridge on the Lotus Pond Trail.

8. Invasive Species.
a. The committee discussed the problem of 

invasive species in Parkwood. 
i. Mary presented Bill’s proposed revi-

sions to the cover letter and Indemnity 
Agreement for Parkwood residents to 
ask permission to control invasive plants 
within 10 feet of property lines.  Mary 
also presented a draft of an appendix 
that guides residents to develop a plan 
for approval.  Mary agreed to meet with 
Laura to provide links to resources in 
the appendix and then provide updates 
hopefully for a committee vote at our 
next meeting. 

ii. The committee also discussed ongo-
ing e� orts to control invasive species in 
common areas throughout Parkwood.

9. New Business.
Members who spend funds need to review 
their recordkeeping to be ready to compare 
theirs with PPM’s May � nancial statement.  
Marie has asked Laura to share PPM’s May 
� nancial statement with committees as 
soon as it comes in.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Minutes submitted by Mary Mertz.

Garden Committee - C. Classen

Lots of planting of summer crops. Briggs Commu-
nity Garden and The Hub Farm (Durham groups) 
were giving away extra plants for free and Chris 
C. went and collected15 plants for our garden. We 
have planted a variety of tomatoes, peppers, egg-
plant, cow peas, pole beans, beets and more. We 
had a good strawberry harvest. We have had sev-
eral harvests of pole beans and more are planted 
for later in the summer. Our gardeners with private 
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plots are working with Susan C. and their plots are 
thriving. 

The herb barrels are over� owing. They are � ow-
ering and attracting lots of bees. Gladiolus are 
blooming as well as other plants. The Bee Garden 
is looking colorful. Everything is lush right now. 
What does Mother Nature have in store for us this 
season? Come see our tall sun� owers. Volunteer 
hours were 25. 

Parkwood Press & Social Media - L. Denny

The deadline for the next issue of Parkwood Press 
is the 15th. 

Parkwood on Social Media
Our Facebook presence stands at 674 Followers 
and 574 Likes. Our posts reached 196 people and 
we had 325 page visits in the past 28 days. There 
was 1 post during this time, sharing the June news-
letter.

ParkwoodNC Google Group
Our group has 878 members. There have been 19 
new posts/conversations since our May Board of 
Directors meeting.

Parkland Planning Committee -  M. Brooks

Parkland Planning Committee
Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, May 21, 2024, 7pm 
via Zoom

Attendees: Mike Brooks (Chair); Marie Dean, Wray 
Dean, Chris Classen, Janie Long, Rob Shoaf; Mary 
Mertz (guest)

1. Approval of April minutes: approved as written.
2. Sedwick Park Bridge Updates:

 � Low bid for bridge kit of  $46,107 received 
from Areté Structures of Boone, NC. Follow-
ing Board approval at its May 9 meeting, a 
40% down payment for $18,314 was paid 
to Areté on May 17, and the bridge kit was 
ordered several days later.

 � Low bid for site preparation work received 
from Blue Ridge Trails (Scott Brown) for 
$28,625. Currently awaiting receipt of a for-
mal quote from Blue Ridge Trails, which will 
require advance payment of $12,500 (which 
has also been approved by the Board). UP-
DATE: Quote and 1st Invoice received from 
Blue Ridge Trails on June 9; will be present-

ed to the Board for acceptance on June 13.
 � Next steps: Currently arranging for � nal 

surveying tasks, to precisely stake out the lo-
cations of the bridge abutments. Construc-
tion of the abutments & new trail segments 
expected to begin later this month.

3. New Parkwood entry signage
 � Finalizing application materials; next, we will 

apply for sign permits for 2 locations, and 
once permits are approved, present total 
costs (sign permits, materials, installation) to 
the Board for funding approval.

4. Old Growth Trail Interpretive Signage project:
 � A good response from newsletter and on-

line readers. Katie has now shared analysis 
of survey responses: “25 people completed 
the survey. 88% were Parkwood residents. 
Almost half (48%) use it multiple times a 
week. 56% predominantly use the trail for 
� tness purposes, 36% for walking their 
dog(s), and 32% for observing birds and 
other wildlife or exploring the woods. Very 
few people use the trail for entertaining the 
kids or trying to identify plants. In the case 
of interpretive signs, participants shared 
that they were most interested in � ora and 
fauna identi� cation (68%), points of inter-
est (40%), and local birds and other wildlife 
(48%).” (excerpt)

 � Committee will select 3 prize winners in a 
random drawing at its next meeting.

5. Playgrounds planning/development
 � New Leopold bench assembled by Wray and 

grandson Dylan, and put on Sedwick Dam to 
replace the one that became missing.

6. Next meeting: Tuesday, June 18, 7pm via Zoom

PPC Meeting adjourned at 7:52pm

Bridge Construction Costs, For Approval by Park-
wood Board 6/13/2024:
1. “Final” City of Durham Fee (for Building Permit): 

Up to $576.50 (to pay invoice received earlier 
today) GL-06027

2. Deposit for Blue Ridge Trail Works: $12,625 (In-
cludes reimbursement of Vendor Registration 
fee)  GL-05527

3. GeoTechnologies Service Proposal: $2,272.50. 
GL-06027    (Includes inspection of soil after 
abutment excavation, rebar, and concrete mix)  
(Total also includes $125.00 Vendor Registration 
fee).

4. Projected Survey Fee (tentatively with CMP Pro-
fessional Land Surveyors): $1,625        (Includes 
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projected Vendor Registration fee) GL-06027

5. Contingency Fund: Suggest Approval of $1,500 
to account for unknowns likely to arise during 
initial construction phase scheduled for later 
this month. GL-05527

Additional ask for tonight’s Meeting: $6,099
$12,500 was approved at the May Board Meeting 
for item 2 above.

Motion to approve expenditure of $6,099 as 
detailed above for the Sedwick Park Bridge 
Construction Project. Funds will come from 
GL Codes for PPC Engineering (06027-00) and 
PPC Projects (05527-00). Transfers from the 
reserve fund are authorized as needed to 
make the expenditures. Seconded. Motion 
passes.

 
Events Committee - V. Wheeler
No report.
__________

New Business

 From Marie Dean: I would recommend this letter 
be saved and sent by our administrator when she 
receives a report of dumping on parkland.

It’s been brought to the attention of the BOD 
of Parkwood Association that a homeowner on 
________ is dumping debris on parkland.  The City of 
Durham provides all homeowners, at no addition-
al cost, to leave items at the curb and call them for 
disposal, pick up.  If you are at fault please move 
the items to the street and call the City of Durham 
at (919) 560-1200 to request pick up.  Your failure 
to cease dumping may impose a � ne.

Minutes Approval
Motion to approve the minutes. Seconded. Mo-
tion passes.
Motion to adjourn. Second. Motion passes.

Board Meeting adjourned at 8:59 pm.

The next meeting of the 
Parkwood Association Board of Directors 

is scheduled for July 11, 2024 
at 7:00 pm via Zoom

If you would like to attend as a guest, please 
email the o�  ce, pa.o�  ce@parkwoodnc.org 

no later than July 9.
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On Saturday, June 8, the Baha’i Center on Revere Road was the site of a joyous celebration, full 
of friendship, neighborly conversation, music, free food, and just fun.

Race Unity Day is celebrated on the second weekend in June every year. It is a day set aside to 
foster unity and friendship among people of di� erent races, to celebrate our commonalities and 

Race Unity Day Celebration at the Baha’i Center

our di� erences, and to think about how we 
can do better. The day was established by the 
Baha’is of the United States in 1957 to combat 
racism in this country and promote unity for 
all. We came together as a community to rec-
ognize and appreciate each other as diverse 
individuals and create joy, unity, and beauty in 
the neighborhood and the world. 

Attendants at this year’s event enjoyed free 
food, including hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie 
burgers, lots of salads and other sides. And 
desserts! Everything from banana pudding to 
cake and cookies to satisfy your sweet tooth.

After enjoying the delicious food, we were 
entertained all afternoon by the One Human 
Family choir, soul and hip-hop artist Maestra, 
jazz singer Kim Pacheco, singer So� a Serba-Da-
vis, pianist Christian Foushee-Green, � utist and 
composer Nicole Mitchell, and the Walltown 
Dance Company.

It was a memorable event where everyone 
pitched to help where needed, and lots of 
laughter and connections with friends old and 
new.

Missionaries Interested in 
Service Projects

Missionaries from the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints are interested in doing 
service for people and groups.  If you have a 
service or project that you need done, please 
contact Gary Hatch at hatch.gary@gmail.com 
or 919-943-3758 or the missionaries at 919-
225-7386 to submit a request. 

Free Snake Removal

Find an unwanted snake on your property? 
No need to hurt or kill it. Contact Parkwood 
resident Kari Lindeman, call or text 630-995-
5412.

I kindly ask that you:
 � Get a picture of the snake.
 � Keep an eye on the snake until I arrive
 � Do not call past 11pm

All relocated snakes are given a quick health 
checkup, then released on a distant private 
land with permission.
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All Board Members:                      board@parkwoodnc.org
President & O�  cers:               executive@parkwoodnc.org
District Reps:               district1@parkwoodnc.org
              (be sure to use your district number)

Contact the Board
Events Committee,              events@parkwoodnc.org
Finance Committee:          � nance@parkwoodnc.org
Garden Committee:           garden@parkwoodnc.org
Parkland Planning:     possibilities@parkwoodnc.org
Parks Lawns          parksandlawns@parkwoodnc.org
& Ball� eld

Parkwood Association Committees
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